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Why values-based procurement?

• Provides economic, health, 

and environmental benefits

• Directs public dollars into 

local economies and aligns 

policy with purchasing

• Meets growing demand for 

local, healthy, and 

sustainable food







Source: Environmental Working Group

Not all protein is created equal



The top 5 meat and dairy companies combined emit 

more greenhouse gases than ExxonMobil, Shell or BP
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Source: Adapted from Protein Scorecard. (2016). World Resources Institute. 

Retrieved from www.wri. org/resources/data-visualizations/protein-scorecard
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http://www.foe.org/projects/food-and-technology/good-food-healthy-planet/school-food-footprint



Animal Products Dominate OUSD’s  Footprint

Source: Friends of the Earth, Shrinking the Carbon and Water 

Footprint of School Food, 2017
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Thank you! 





Maryland Farm to School

Jane Lawton Farm to School legislation passed in 
2008 to facilitate and promote the sale of farm 
products grown in the State of Maryland to 
Maryland schools in consultation with the State 
Department of Education and school 
foodservice directors in compliance with 
applicable procurement requirements



Maryland School Food Local Purchases
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Source: USDA Farm to School 
Census

Average Maryland school system spent 23% of their 
food budget on local products in 2015



Methods of buying local food

• Direct from the farm

• Produce auctions

• Dairy cooperatives\processors

• Distributors
– Approx. 8 school systems have 

incorporated “buy local when feasible” 
into their procurement contracts

• Foodservice Management Companies

• USDA Foods., i.e. commodity foods



• 2018 Kick-Off event at Carroll County Public Schools 

– Eldersburg Elementary on September 20

• Maryland Homegrown School Lunch Week

– September 24-28, 2018

Maryland Homegrown School Lunch Week 



Questions?

Karen Fedor

Maryland Department of Agriculture

karen.fedor@maryland.gov

@MDFarm2School

mailto:karen.fedor@maryland.gov

